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STRAITS TALKING  Issue 22, February 2019  

ñWhen was the last time 

you were in trouble?ò 
 

I made a mess 

when making slime.  

I got my dress wet!  

I got upset and 

wouldnôt listen to 

my mum.  

I wasnôt listening 

properly.  

I did not turn my 

computer off.  

I was at my 

locker for too 

long!  

I wasnôt  

sitting nicely.  

I was running in the 

corridor.  
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Dear parents,  
 

Ms Lisaôs recent International Award for her 
1L class got me thinking again about the re-
wards of learning in an international school. 
The advantages that your children have here 
are too numerous to mention but it is largely 
agreed that they are gaining the following 
benefits: exposure to new cultures, growth in 
personality and greater career opportunities. 
These skills will put them ahead of the com-
petition when they go onto higher education 
or into the world of work.  
 
This article below lists and explains in a little 
more detail the benefits of an education in an 
international school:  
 

Exposure to New Cultures  
 
Most international schools adhere to interna-
tional curriculum. This curriculum often incor-
porates an appreciation for other world cul-
tures into the learning process. Many interna-
tional schools use a curriculum that is used 
and accepted around the world.  
 
As international schools teach children an 
appreciation for world culture, the children 
experience a variety of cultures and people. 
Many children benefit from these cultural ex-

periences and learn how to work with people 
from diverse backgrounds.  
 
Additionally, children will often have class-
mates and teachers that come from diverse 
countries. Students can experience and learn 
about these different cultures firsthand. Chil-
dren have the unique opportunity to discover 
the differences and similarities in other cul-
tures compared to his or her own culture.  
 
Children that attend international schools can 
gain insight and confidence now to deal with 
other cultures and people in the future. Many 
students in international schools reported that 
studying with peers from different cultures 
helped them better appreciate the world 
around them.  
 
Growth in Personality  
 
Most international schools celebrate differ-
ences in culture and personality. Often, this 

appreciation for difference fosters an emotion-
al maturity in children.  
 
International students also tend to work 
through daily challenges regarding language 
barriers. Children who learn to overcome the 
challenges presented in international schools 
usually gain confidence and maturity in the 
process.  
 
Participation in More Extracurricular Activities  
International schools will often include extra-
curricular activities within their curriculum.  

Chr i s  Te r r y  

Head of Secondary  
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(continued from the previous page)  
 
These activities can help children find and 
develop new skills. For instance, students can 
learn to be creative and develop unique imag-
inat ion through ext racurr icular act iv it ies like 
debate teams, math leagues, and robotics.  
 
Gaining More Career Opportunities  
 
Many businesses today operate on a global 
scale. Employers look for individuals who have 
experience working with other cultures. Such 
individuals tend to be more effective when 
collaborating with people from various cul-
tures.  
 
Most students who attend international 
schools will also learn more than one lan-
guage. Many employers see multilingualism 
as a desired trait.  
 
Even individuals who are only bilingual can 

successfully carry out international business 
tasks with ease. Children who study at inter-
national schools can feel confident when look-
ing for career opportunities because of their 
exposure to various world cultures and lan-
guages.  
 
In addition, some studies suggest that inter-
national students will attend college and uni-
versity more frequently than children in public 
schools. In fact, students who have studied 
internationally are often at an advantage 
when it comes to finding a job.  

 
Students who attend international schools can 
benefit from all of these distinct advantages.  
 
Students at SIS should leave the school with 
all the advantages mentioned above and be 
ready to face further education or the world of 
work with confidence.  
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M ar ch  1 :  Spe l l i ng  Bee  

M ar ch  6 :  Tw i l igh t  Concer t  

M ar ch  7 :  A th le t ic  F ie ld  Even ts  @ 
Da la t  

M ar ch  8 :  A th le t ic  Tr ack  Even t  @ 
C i ty  S tad ium  

M ar ch  1 1 :  Educat ion Fa i r  2 .30 -
3 .30  

M ar ch  1 1 ð1 3 :  Mandar in  Poe t ry  
Read ing  Compe t i t ion  

M ar ch  1 4 :  U15  Boys  &  G i r ls  Foo t -
ba l l  @ S tra i ts  

M ar ch  1 4 :  P i  Day  in  Secondary ,  
Ma ths  Day  in  Pr imary  

M ar ch  2 0 :  Paren ts  Even ing  

M ar ch  2 2 :  End o f  te r m  
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Our wonderful Chinese New Year assembly on February 15th ended with a marvellous 

lion dance show and beautiful singing. The God of Wealth was the first highlight for 

this celebration. When the God of Wealth arrived, everyone was super excited and 

crazy. Some lucky students received blessing and óang paoô from the God of Wealth. 

The second highlight was the Mandarin Singing Competition. Three parents were ap-

pointed as judges and the contestants showcased their singing capability and perfor-

mance. One contestant further challenged herself by including a harmonica perfor-

mance in her song, another act was a three -part harmony group.  

The Lion Dance is usually the most ex-

citing part of the Chinese New Year cel-

ebrat ion, as it  br ings good luck and 

fortune to all of us. Some of students 

received ñLUCKò, represented by man-

darin oranges from the óLionsô. It is be-

cause the Chinese word for mandarin 

ókamô sounds similar to the word ógoldô.  

The variety of the dance performances, the Kung fu dance, indigenous dance, Chinese 

popular dance and Chinese traditional dance further elevated the atmosphere in the 

hall. Finally, the celebration ended with the teachersô choir singing a Chinese New Year 

song.  

I would like to say a THANK YOU and WELL DONE to parents, teachers and students 

involved who showed their support in decorating dance practice, PA control and etc. 

Without you all, we would not have had such a wonderful Chinese New Year assembly.  

Once Again, Happy Chinese New Year to everyone!  

Chinese New Year Assembly ðwith Ms Pang  
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Valentineôs Day Flower Stall ðwith Ms Devi  

With great support from last year, our Early Years team had organised the EYFS 

flower stall again this year on Valentineôs Day. The main objective of this event 

was  to  allow the children to work together as a team. Each flower cost RM10. The 

students sold the flowers at the school canteen. They had a different experience 

where they were taught to get the correct amount of money and simple instructions 

of selling flowers. The outcomes were overwhelming and we managed to sell all the 

flowers at a glance, so well done everyone! We are going to put up a stall again next 

year! Happy Valentineôs Day.   

 

óSpread your love through flowersô 


